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My pame is- Traci Rodgers from Charlotte, NC. My sister has besn involwvet
in the Intecheticnael Adoeption process for 13 moaths now. She Is currently
attempring to edopt & little garl from Tajikistan. This child will be bse
GLh refezral. She began the process with Suatermals a= her chosen country.
But, then there were problems willh Lhe Hague -LdnﬁnLiun between Suatemala
a0 the United Sza=es, not to mentien bhe tnstasnle economie condiftishs and
“iotdng. She awilched countries to iLu_*u After ‘several referrals there,
she waes in the process of adoprting & little girl, vVieclozla and we were
dpprugimately two weeks away from traveling te¢ pick hear up wnen a Russiab
coupla went to Victorla's adoption agensy and adopted her. Of course, ¢he
wals to thet family beocause they were the same nationelloy.

After o family racovered from the lheartbreak of that loss, she decided £0
ke pursuing the adoptian prosess. The reascn she wenls Lo adoplt (and why
[ amagineg lets of people choose to adept] is to Lqu anocthner human baing
torphany and aftfect theiz life since Lhey may nol have the same
portunitics and freedoms that Americans nave been given, We all would
1 fe o gave 8 oclidld from & fate where covntrymen would rather they die
=uan be adepted and loved by Amerlcan parenLs. am sd fortunate and

Hleassed by God to be born in this country; in faet, we &1l are fortunece
atid God-hlmssed Lo be living dp the United States. The tragic natioral
events of the last few years have illustrated how lucky we aro,

Be, dn The weiting process, 2 little girl Zrcm Taiikistan khas penome
gvailgble, Her name 8 Manizhe. The Hepublic of Tadikistan has becoms
very arglable end there are many issues with that country richt now, The
sdoption process 18 on hoeld due te some comments by the covnsrvmen of
Tatikisvan that would rather ths chilcoren die than be =depted by any
Emerican family. Yet, the United Stetes government 1= praovidirg aver 520
wiitlien in aid <o the Republic of Tajikistan {insluding food aid), and I,
a5 & taxpdver end law-abiding citizen, am sutraged By ocur govermmenl's
support .t sich d lawless state &5 the Republic of Taiikistan.

The Hague Conventicr just hslps conveluts The Issue., By pessing «nd
sgheriag to the current requlsticns set forth, sven more countries, Zike
Taiikistan, end up winhing by complicating - for 3ll Amsricar
tamilies whc wizi to adopt Internationzlly. ae children srs Lhe ones thet
gnd vp losing eng they pay Lhe highest prige - heir Iife
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I personally do nobt sugporztc she Hagus Comventicon in its en
copcept 1s great, howsver, there appssz Lo Le many
gpecitfizmally parts 96 anc BE. HMany %mFr'“‘“ itizan= will rie: be akle To
sdopz internationnlly for finencial rzas 1= ConvenTion
‘oposels wWould increase the zlresdy supensiva process for Loz Aﬁcntinj
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